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ABSTRACT 

Ilorin as one of the historical cities in Nigeria and the capital city of Kwara State, which is 

located in the North Central part of Nigeria have various prominent people from different 

walks of life. These important members of the Ilorin society are doing well and are 

contributing not only to its history and glory but progress of Nigeria. This paper specifically 

aims to discuss the works and achievements of a prominent son of Ilorin, Alhaji Ibrahim 

Bello (Alias DAN BOY of Ilorin), especially his activities and contributions as a publicist. 

Using the qualitative analytical method to analyse primary data collected through personal 

interview, the paper explores the efforts of Alhaji Dan Boy as a private advertiser and 

promoter of events, notably in sports, within and beyond Ilorin Metropolis. By means of the 

secondary data which include relevant academic and research materials, books, journals, 

newspapers, archival materials, workshop and seminar papers, as well as sources from the 

Internet, the paper, from the onset, gives account of the holistic details about Kwara State 

focusing on its geographical space, ethnic composition and other socio-economic details. The 

paper conclusively establishes the importance of recognizing the efforts and contributions 

of private individuals to publicity towards the development of their immediate society. 
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1. Introduction 

Kwara State is one of the 36 states that make up the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Africa’s most 

populous country. Kwara State shares her boundaries with the Republic of Benin at her west 

and the Niger River at her North.The capital city of Ilorin is situated 306km inland from the 

coastal city of Lagos and 500km from the federal capital, Abuja. Major towns include Offa and 

Jebba, located on the Niger River. Other towns include Patigi, Erin-lIe,lIoffa, Adeleke 

Igbewere, Ejidongari, Osi, Lafiagi, Gure, Afon, Kaiama, Isanlu-lsin, Omu-Aran, Egbejila, lIota, 

Iponrin and Igbaja. 

 

Kwara State was created in May 1967, as one of the first of 12 states to replace the nation’s four 

regions. Originally the state was known as West Central State but the name was changed to 
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Kwara, a local name for the Niger River. The size of the state has been reduced over the years, 

as new states have been created within the federation. The total landmass of Kwara State 

today is 32,500 square kilometres.Kwara State is known as ‘The State of Harmony’ on account 

of the peaceful relations that exist among its multicultural and diverse population of about 2.5 

million people. Followers of the three great religious faiths to be found in Nigeria, Islam, 

Christianity and traditional, coexist within the state. 
 

States in Nigeria enjoy a high degree of autonomy. Each state, for example, can set industrial 

policy and independently seeks to attract investment. This is normally located within a 

broader national policy and must naturally comply with federal rules (with regard to import 

duties, for example). Energy policy is the sole preserve of the federal government although 

this is changing as the option of using Independent Power Producers (IPP) becomes more 

attractive. Each state is divided into Local Government Areas (LGAs) and, in the case of 

Kwara, there are 16 such LGAs. 

 

Geography 

Kwara State comprises rainforest in the southern parts with wooded savannah covering the 

larger part of the state. The soil is fertile and the state is well watered by the various tributaries 

of the Niger River which run through hills and valleys, none of which rise to any great height. 

The western section of the state is at a slightly higher altitude than the eastern. 
 

This is a summer rainfall area, with an annual rainfall range of 1000 mm to 1,500 mm. The 

months of December and January coincide with the cold and dry harmattan period. Average 

maxi-mum temperatures vary between 300.C and 350.C. 

 

Logistics 

Kwara’s central location has resulted in it sometimes being called the ‘Gateway’ state. Ilorin 

international Airport has undergone major upgrades and is now not only a passenger airport 

but a major cargo hub. Not only is Kwara State well situated within Nigeria, with connections 

south to the key harbour of Lagos and to the capital city of Abuja to the north-east, but it is 

well sited regionally within West Africa and within a relatively short international flight from 

Europe and the US. There is an extensive network of well-maintained roads. Kwara is working 

on maximizing its potential through the building of truck stops and logistics hubs. The Jebba 

Dam is an important source of water and hydro-electric power. 

 

1.2 Kwara’s Unique Selling Point 

Kwara State’s peaceful population, abundant natural resources, well-developed 

infrastructure and proactive investment-attraction policies have made it an attractive 

destination for investors. Kwara State is known for its peaceful character, its innovation and 

its strong educational sector. In recent years it has come to be known as the home of 

commercial agriculture, as a result of the New Nigerian Farmers initiative. 
 

The new Nigerian farmers initiative 

Also known as the Shonga project, after the name of the town close to where the commercial 

farming is being practiced, the New Nigerian Farmers initiative has got Nigerians and 
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foreigners talking about Kwara State in a new way. Kwara State has changed in the public eye 

from being a ‘civil service’ state to being the state where the Shonga farmers are succeeding. 

Kwarans believe this could happen on a broader scale in the Federal Republic of Nigeria, a 

land of immense agricultural potential. Milk products and rice currently make up US$1.2-

billion of the nation’s US$4-billion food-importation bill- a situation that well-organised 

commercial agriculture has the potential to reverse. 

 

In support of the Shonga project, processing facilities have been built, for example a dairy and 

a poultry abattoir. Refrigeration facilities and transport infrastructure form the next stage in 

the value chain. 

The upgrading of Ilorin International Airport be in Europe within hours. This again opens up 

many other potential avenues to be explored, for example, in the cultivation and exportation 

of cut flowers, a very lucrative enterprise. 
 

People, skills and culture 

The principal groups residing in Kwara State are the Yoruba, Nupe, Bariba and Fulani. The 

skilled craftsmanship of the people of this central region has been evident for centuries. The, 

largest and most important pottery workshops in Nigeria can be found in the capital city of 

Ilorin. Proponents of the craft of traditional textile weaving are also very prominent: the Aso 

Oke style of hand-loomed cloth-making is world renowned. 

 

The Yoruba are the largest population group in the south-western part of Nigeria while the 

Fulani comprise a significant proportion of the population of the north. Former Nigerian 

president Olusegun Obasanjo is a Yoruba; former president Umaru Yar’Adua was a Fulani. 

The Yoruba stem from an ancient civilisation, the Oyo Empire, that came into existence in the 

eighth century with its headquarters in Ife, in what is now the neighbouring state of Osun. 

Historian Robin Hallett has described the bronze and terracotta works of art known as the Ife 

heads as one of the ‘supreme artistic achievements of mankind’. Oyo was at the height of its 

powers in the middle of the 18th century and was a trade conduit between the south and 

north. 

The Nupe Kingdom was located to the north of the Niger River. According to Hallett, they 

were ‘industrial specialists’, with skills including glass-making, weaving, tailoring, 

blacksmithing and iron mining. One of the traditional skills of the Nupe is in the making of 

elaborate carved stools, using only one piece of wood. The Bariba people were once part of 

the Borgu Kingdom and about 80% of this group now lives in neighbouring Benin. 

Tractor ploughing the ground in preparation for new planting season at Shonga Farm 

The rich and varied cultures of Kwara State can be viewed at places such as the Esie Museum, 

Ogunjokoro and the Imoleboja Rock Shelter. The pategi regatta is a popular attraction, with 

boat owners proudly displaying their vessels and fishing and swimming contests. The Esie 

stone images are an important cultural artifact while various festivals are not only important 

to local communities but would prove fascinating to visitors. The Awon and Egungun 

festivals are just two examples. The tragic end of explorer Mungo Park’s expedition down the 

Niger River is commemorated at Jebba where his boat is on display and there is a monument. 
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Connecting 

The modern Kwara State is an outward-looking polity. Ilorin International Airport is just one 

symbol of this attitude. The recently opened branch of the Nigerian Stock Exchange is another. 

The state’s governor has addressed meetings in the USA and the UK, advising Kwarans in the 

diaspora of the opportunities back home and encouraging them to solicit investments in their 

home state. Companies such as Kwara Ethnix Designs (the furniture manufacturer) have their 

eyes on the London market for their high-quality products, utilising Ilorin International 

Airport to transport their goods. 

 

Industry 

Pottery workshop in Ilorin 

The preferred method of growing the state’s industrial capacity is through public-private 

partnerships (PPPs). The state provides site services and associated support. Among the 

several current success stories are: Kwara Ethnix Designs, the Olam Nigeria cashew-nut 

processing facility, Dangote Flour Mills and the Chellarams motorcycle assembly plant. 

With the state’s excellent natural resources, good infrastructure and the positive support and 

encouragement of the state government, the outlook for industrial and commercial investors 

is very good. 

 

Education and research 

For any state to be competitive in industry, it needs a good educational infrastructure and in 

that sense, Kwara State is well served. Kwara State University was inaugurated in 2009, 

joining the University of Ilorin (a federal institution) and AI-Hikmah University as the leading 

tertiary institutions in the state. Other facilities include Federal Polytechnic at Offa, a Federal 

Training Centre in Ilorin and State Colleges of Education at Ilorin and Oro. Ilorin also hosts 

the Kwara State Polytechnic and a School of Nursing. Two important religious centres of 

learning are the College of Arabic and, Islamic Legal Studies and the United Missionary 

Theological Seminary. The town of Offa is home to Adesoye College. 

 

The University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital is the main medical institution in the state, 

supported by specialist and general hospitals, rural health centres and health clinics. An 

aviation college located close to lIorin International Airport aims to offer high-quality pilot 

training and the Kwara Football Academy is another specialist institution. Research institutes 

include the National Centre for Agricultural Mechanisation and the Agricultural and Rural 

Management Training Institute (ARMTI). Another Ilorin-based institute doing important 

work is the Niger River Basin Development Authority, which oversees issues pertaining to 

development in the broader region. 

 

A new way of doing business 

The administration of Kwara State has instituted special measures to control expenditure and 

prides itself on transparency in its account keeping. Fitch Ratings has given the state ratings 

on two consecutive occasions. A Budget Monitoring and Price Intelligence Unit (BM PIU) 

monitors all state budgets and scrutinizes quotations. Kwara State was the first state in Nigeria 
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to voluntarily subject itself to federal government benchmarking exercise in accountability 

and transparency. 
 

An Excellent Investment Destination 

Kwara State is the only Nigerian state to have received two consecutive positive ratings from 

ratings agency Fitch. This is just one of the many good reasons why Kwara State stands and 

like a beacon as prospective destination for serious investors. 
 

When Nigeria Telecommunications sector was opened up to competition in 2001, the response 

from the world community of investors was fairly tepid. One of the companies to win a mobile 

phone licence at that time, MTN, is now a continental giant; its current Nigeria subscriber base 

of more than 20 million is ample testimony to the good sense of investing in Africa’s most 

populous country. 
 

Since 1999, Nigeria has held three national elections and democratic values are taking hold in 

the Federal Republic. Periodic unrest has been fairly localised, either in the north or in the 

Niger Delta. Kwara State has proudly lived up to its reputation as the State of Harmony, 

where the major religious communities have good relations with one another. 
 

The centrally located Kwara State is ideally situated to serve Nigeria: it is just north of the 

megalopolis of Lagos, trucks travelling north-south pass through the state and it has road 

connections to Abuja, Kaduna and Kano beyond. In addition, Kwara has been investing 

heavily in its infrastructure, not least in the upgrading of Ilorin International Airport, which 

is now a fully fledged international facility able to handle significant volumes of cargo. The 

airport investment is the central plank of the state’s two-pronged strategy to grow the 

economy. The first component is to promote commercial agriculture. This in turn will produce 

enough produce to sustain an export-driven strategy. 
 

The entire value chain is being addressed and investors are being encouraged to get involved 

at the level of farming (like the successful Shonga farmers who are already producing dairy 

products, crops and poultry), beneficiation (the state needs processing plants of every sort), 

transport (trucking and storage) and exportation to foreign countries. Ilorin International 

Airport’s location allows for relatively short flights to the USA and the UK. Typically, the go-

ahead planners of Kwara State are not going to sit around and wait for pilots to be trained 

elsewhere; instead, the state has inaugurated a top-flight aviation college to be located in 

Ilorin. 
 

Assets 

Kwara State has a very good education system, with several universities, a teaching hospital 

and research institutions maintaining the state’s high reputation in this field. Investors will 

find it easy to find suitably qualified staff. The state is richly endowed with agricultural and 

mineral resources. The primary focus at the moment is on promoting investment in 

agriculture and agri-processing, but substantial’ opportunities exist in the solid minerals 

sector as well. 

 



Sapientia Global Journal of Arts, Humanities and Development Studies (SGOJAHDS), VOL. 4 No. 4 December, 2021; Pg 151-164; ISSN: 2695-2319 (Print); 
ISSN: 2695-2327 (Online) 

 
 

PRIVATE PUBLICITY: EXPOSITORY ON THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ALHAJI IBRAHIM BELLO “DAN BOY                                            156 

 

Kwara has very good support services including hotels of international standard, banks, 

communications networks and data banks. A branch of the Nigerian Stock Exchange recently 

opened in Ilorin. 
 

The unreliability of electricity supply has long been an obstacle to concerted investment in 

Nigeria. While this situation has not been entirely solved at national level, Kwara State has 

taken steps to secure a regular supply of power, particularly for its industrial estates. The 

work done on the Ganmo substation has had the effect of ensuring close to 24 hours of 

electricity per day, and this will continue to improve. 

 

Incentives 

The Kwara State Government extends a number of incentives to serious investors. These 

include the provision of land and infrastructure, tax holidays and assistance with obtaining 

financing. In addition, the state is willing to construct infrastructure such as roads to facilitate 

development. 

 

A recent example of this was the completion of a N2.9-billion irrigation project in support of 

the Shonga farming initiative. Investors willing to participate along with government in 

public-private partnerships (PPPs) will find a willing partner in the Kwara State 

administration. 
 

Another area where the state has made things easier for investors is in respect of the Certificate 

of Occupancy (CoO). In some parts of Nigeria this document – and the difficulties associated 

with obtaining it became a major obstacle to development. Kwara State is now able to produce 

a CoO within two weeks and businessmen can start planning and building quicker than 

before. 
 

Transparent and accountable 

Fitch Ratings has given Kwara State positive ratings on two consecutive occasions: AA- for 

national long term and B+ for long-term local currency. This was based on the state 

government’s prudent budget management. 
 

Tradingmarkets.com reported in 2009 that other positive factors were the administration’s 

new debt-management office, the consolidation of the state’s own-revenue source and the 

establishment of a trust fund to build reserves. Kwara was the first Nigerian state to be 

assigned a credit rating by an international rating agency such as Fitch. 
 

 

 

Major sectors 

A number of companies have already set up operations in Kwara State. Some are primary 

industries such as a major national producer of flour, others are in soap, detergents and 
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pharmaceuticals, and there is a furniture factory that has been restored so well that it is now 

regarded as one of Nigeria’s top companies. 
 

A significant investment came to fruition in June 2009 when Jebba Paper Mills started rolling 

again. This facility is the only producer of kraft paper in the whole of the ECOWAS region. 

Cashew processing and motorcycle assembly are other companies that are rapidly expanding 

the variety – and scope – of Kwara State’s manufacturing capacity. 

Sectors in which Kwara hopes to attract investment include: 

Agriculture 

Agri-processing 

Minerals 

Manufacturing 

Industry 

Education 

Infrastructure 

Property 

Tourism 

 

New Investors in Kwara State 

A number of private-sector companies have successfully invested in Kwara. Kwara State has 

become an investment destination of choice-with a whole variety of commercial and industrial 

enterprises choosing to set up new businesses in the thriving state. The investment-friendly 

policies of the state government, coupled to Kwara strategic position, plentiful natural 

resources and well-educated workforce, are contributory factors in persuading entrepreneurs 

and corporations to set up their enterprises in the state. 

In recent times, a number of companies have chosen Kwara as the place to build their brands 

and grow their businesses. 

 

Dangote Flour Mills 

The Dangote Group is one of the largest corporations in Nigeria. It is a diversified group with 

an historical emphasis on foodstuffs and agri-processing. Cement production, logistics and 

real estate are some of the other areas that the multi-billion-naira company now operates in, 

but it remains one of West Africa’s biggest processors of agricultural goods. 
 

Dangote operates five flour and semolina mills in different locations through-out the Republic 

of Nigeria. Annual production of flour is approximately 1.6 million metric tonnes. 
 

The flour mill operation in Kwara is wholly owned by the Dangote Group of Companies. The 

mill, located along Asa Dam Road, was established in 2003, and the factory went into full 

production in July 2006. The major product is flour with spaghetti and macaroni also being 

made on site. The installed capacity is 27 trailer-loads of finished product every day. Up to 30 

trailer-loads of wheat are needed as feedstock on a daily basis. 
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The feedstock is sourced from within the drier parts of Kwara State where wheat is cultivated 

and from other regions in the northern parts of Nigeria. 
 

Dangote Flour Mill employs about 450 workers which indicates that the company is 

performing well. Demand for the flour produced by the mill is high and sales figures have 

been very positive in recent years. Kwara State Government provided incentives and a 

generally conducive environment to investment when Dangote made the decision to invest. 

The chief reasons cited by the company for the original decision to locate its plant in Kwara 

were nearnessto raw materials, conducive enabling environment, government support and 

encouragement, provision of adequate infrastructure such as land, water, good roads and 

electricity, availability of market for the finished products. 
 

Jebba Paper Mill (MINL Ltd) 

Jebba is a medium-sized town in the northern part of Kwara, situated on the southern bank 

of the Niger River. The town represents the northern-most point of the river that is navigable 

throughout the year. The main railway line from the coast to the north runs through the town. 
 

Until 1994, one of the town’s most important industries and employers was the Nigerian 

Paper Mills, which was the property of the federal government. When the company closed its 

doors, the regional economy was negatively affected. In 2007, private investment company 

MINL Ltd agreed to take over the assets of the company from the state (and change the name 

to Jebba Paper Mills). It agreed to invest heavily in upgrading the plant’s machinery to get it 

up and running and to give it modern capabilities. 
 

Jebba Paper Mills represents a strategic national asset as there are very few specialized paper-

production companies in the country. Specifically, Jebba Paper Mills is the only producer of 

kraft paper in the whole of West Africa. 

The first phase of the plant upgrade cost N3-billion while the total cost of the overhaul will be 

approximately N12-billion. The plant boasts the most modern electronic controls and systems, 

all overseen by state-of-the-art computers. Grammage is automatically controlled, as are 

factors such as moisture and other quality measurements. Hydraulic and flow circuits have 

been altered to expand capacity as well. 
 

The company’s commitment to using scrap paper to create its product, apart from the 

obviously positive environmental implications, has the added benefit of increasing indirect 

employment opportunities for collectors of scrap paper. 
 

The plant’s 2000 full-time employees are all drawn from the local areas surrounding the 

facility. The upgrading of the mill has had a very positive effect on the regional economy and 

the paper mill company has supplied piped water to several local communities. 

Olam Nigeria 

Olam Nigeria Ltd has a significant presence in Kwara State and constitutes an important 

partner in the state’s drive towards industrialization and food self-sufficiency. Olam Nigeria 

is a subsidiary of the Singapore based Olam International, an agricultural products and food 
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ingredients multinational with 8000 employees in 56 countries. Through the Olam Company, 

Kwara is connected to a distribution network of more than 4000 customers in 60 markets 

around the world. 
 

In Kwara, Olam has established a cashew-processing plant at Ogbondoroko which produces 

exclusively for the export market. At least 5000 local farmers are involved in harvesting the 

raw product, which the company then purchases for beneficiation. 
 

Plans to increase rice production in Kwara and Nigeria received a big boost with the opening 

of Olam’s 40,000.metric-tonne capacity rice processing factory at patigi in late 2009. 
 

Olam declared that it wanted to produce more than 20 000 metric tonnes of rice per year by 

2010, from its facilities scattered throughout Nigeria. 
 

The Federal Government of Nigeria has a stated aim of making the country self sufficient in 

the production of rice and the establishment of rice-processing factories is clearly an important 

part of that process. The federal government has a Rice Intervention Fund Scheme and Kwara 

State is one of the chosen sites for the roll-out of this programme. 

 

Tuyil Pharmaceutical 

Tuyil Pharmaceutical is a major company in the pharmaceutical sector, with a presence in all 

parts of Nigeria. The decision of Tuyil to begin production in Kwara has extra significance, 

given the importance of pharmaceutical production in the national economy. The federal 

government is very aware that Nigeria’s pharmaceutical industry is relatively small and the 

installed capacity only caters for about 50.75% of the nation’s drug needs. The country is still 

largely dependent on the importation of drugs. As a result, a ban on the importation of a 

number of drugs has been instituted in order to stimulate local production. 

 

The raw material requirements of the sector can be classified into heavy and fine chemicals. 

While the heavy chemicals are mainly mineral and petrochemical-based, most of the fine 

chemicals are agri-related and Kwara State has many of the relevant resources. 

Tuyil Pharmaceutical decided to locate a manufacturing plant in Kwara State because of the 

peaceful environment and infrastructural advantages such as a good road network and 

adequate supplies of water and electricity. 
 

Business Monitor International believes that signs for private-sector involvement in African 

healthcare are very good after the World Bank’s International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

unveiled a US$l-billion support package for the development of private healthcare on the 

continent. Although Nigeria is introducing a national health insurance scheme, BMI suggests 

that the increasingly popular concept of health savings accounts (HSAs) could provide a 

solution for many millions of Nigerians, particularly those employed in the informal economic 

sector.An aspect of Tuyil’s corporate social investment was revealed in 2009 when it donated 

abuilding for the use of the secretariat of the Association of Resident Doctors in Ilorin. 
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2. Alhaji Ibrahim Bello “Dan Boy”: A phenomenon in Ilorin and Kwara State 

Alhaji Dan Boyi is a popular name in the Emir’s palace of Ilorin Kwara state, as well as the 

state at large. He goes by the name Ibrahim Bello, as disclosed during an interview with the 

Kwara State University Center for Documentation and Archiving. Dan Boy was born in the 

town of Lome, Togo, in the year 1944. Following the death of his father, his mother relocated 

to Ondo state, Nigeria where they both lived till the time of her death. As a man with clear 

interest in adventures, he travelled all the way from Ilorin to places like Kano, Sokoto, Kastina 

among others and with the manner at which he moves across the country his hosts were taken 

at aback while some of them took him for a living dead (Aku Da Aya in Yoruba). This clearly 

shows the number of places he knows and the number of people he had met and known. 
[ 

Apparently, these adventures granted him the privilege to make contact with notable national 

icons, the first of which was with the first Nigerian president, Late Dr Nnamdi Azikwe, other 

people include, former Nigerian president, Dr Olusegun Obasanjo, General Idiagbo, Emir of 

Sokoto and Kano, Professor Agboola Gambari, Professor Attairu Jega and Alhaji Sulyman, the 

Father of the Director of the Center, Prof. (Mrs) Binta Sulyman, amongst others.  
 

He stated that he has just one wife, who happens to be late as at the time of the interview and 

five children comprising of both male and female. 

Furthermore, he stated that the main reason why he came to the Oba of Ilorin then was due 

to the fact that he has nobody to support him.  
 

Being an orphan, he needs to find a source of living and as time goes on and despite the fact 

that he didn’t go to school, he still maintained an habit of communicating in English language 

not been bothered whether what he says is right or wrong but looks up to people to guide and 

correct him whenever he utters a wrong statement. In this course, he began the sales of 

photographs for a man, starting with the sales of the photograph of the then “Oba Ijeta” which 

was taken by the CEO of “Baoku” photos, T.T Salami. Initially, he only volunteered to sell the 

photographs without expecting anything in return, but due to his diligence and attitude to 

work, the CEO gave him “two Shilings” as a compensation for the good work he has done. 

This eventually drew the attention of other photographers in town and he was asked to sell 

photographs for them as well and with that he began to earn little.  
 

Due to his diligence, people began to advise him towards learning photography himself, so 

he could take photographs of people and get people to sell for him just like how he started, so 

that he can get something substantial to enhance his pocket and also help him startup his 

family as he was planning to get married then in the year 1968. 
 

He eventually got married in the year 1970, to his late wife whom he met at babalomo, with 

the wedding ceremony initially held at babalomo as well. After the wedding ceremony, he 

had to come down to Ilorin with his new wedded wife in other to continue is daily routine, 

which was the sales of photographs. Due to his kindness and diligence, his wife was given a 

warm welcome and was accommodated by the late “Oba Ijeta” who has already taken him as 

a son. This eventually made him (“Oba Ijeta”) to arrange another wedding ceremony so that 
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those in Ilorin could rejoice with him and also to ensure he enjoys a befitting wedding 

ceremony. 
 

After a while, he decided to follow people’s advice and opted to learn photography at “Odus” 

photos which he stated was the best photographer in town in that period. At first, he wanted 

to engage in 6 months training, but he was told that will not be enough for him to learn 

anything substantial, this led him to sign a 2 years training agreement. He stated that he 

enjoyed a preferential treatment from his senior colleagues and also his boss due to his 

kindness making sure he satisfy them with whatsoever they desire.  
 

During the training period, he also engaged in announcing footballing events on the street 

which he was paid based on the discretion of the organizers. With the experience he gained 

while announcing footballing events, he started making announcements for the Famous Film 

House “Ile Film” and through that he started earning 5kobo per week through his special 

abilities, though he had to work for about two years before this payment started.  

Part of his special abilities include mimicking the voice of animals such as goat, hen, dog etc. 

he stated that with this, he was paid to journey from one location to the other just to entertain 

the passengers.    

Meanwhile, these announcement work didn’t stop him from the sales of photographs and 

seeing the zeal and passion he puts in it, the owner of the business bought him a bicycle as a 

gift for his commitment. This eventually begin to make him famous and he was given a role 

at the opening of the Radio Station in Kwara state and also he was privileged to be interviewed 

by top journalists in Lagos and Ibadan. 
 

His presence in Ilorin metropolis has made him experience the crowning of three kings which 

started from the “Oba Ijeta” to the present king. 

When asked about his experience about the Durban festival, he made known that the 2018 

festival was an improvement over the previous once, stating that the improvement was as a 

result of initiatives from the present king. The Durban festival is characterized with 

showcasing of locally made products by individuals, drama and various ethnic displays as 

well as horse riding. He further stated that plans towards the 2019 Durban festival has started, 

which is to ensure that it caters for the unaccomplished goals and be an improvement over 

the 2018 festival. 
 

When asked about the popular “Jase” fight by the “Fulanis” that hasn’t taken place in some 

years now, he explained that an end came to the competition when the “Bororos” turned the 

competition to a means of creating riot and with the drinking of illegal drinks at the 

competition which led to giving the competition a stop till further notice, stating that the 

competition will come into play again but firstly, it will involve reaching an agreement with 

the competitors  unlike before when there was no proper planning, guide and rules and 

regulations. 
 

When asked about the emergence of Tye and Dye in Ilorin, he made known that this stated 

through the initiatives of the Hausa people who lived in Ilorin then. But unlike how it was 



Sapientia Global Journal of Arts, Humanities and Development Studies (SGOJAHDS), VOL. 4 No. 4 December, 2021; Pg 151-164; ISSN: 2695-2319 (Print); 
ISSN: 2695-2327 (Online) 

 
 

PRIVATE PUBLICITY: EXPOSITORY ON THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ALHAJI IBRAHIM BELLO “DAN BOY                                            162 

 

done in the north, tye and dye in Ilorin makes use of pots locally known as “Coco” compared 

to the holes used by the hausas. The tye and dye was majorly used to transform white clothing 

into a dark colour as white colours a prone to dirt compared to the dark colour. 
 

When asked about the likely innovations he would want in Ilorin, he stated that the major 

hindered that has stopped anything new from coming up is greediness. Stating that instead 

of people to volunteer to achieve a collective goal, everyone is concerned with the money they 

would acquire when they come up with anything which is a great setback towards ensuring 

that new developments takes place. 
 

When asked about his trip to the Holy land of Mecca, he stated that he has been there three 

times, with all the trips been sponsored. His first was sponsored by the Kwara state governor 

during the era of General Ibrahim Babangida. The second was sponsored by a government 

official known as Dunga who is a lover of football too, hence with the spirit of sportsmanship 

in him, he won his heart and he sponsored his trip. The third trip was sponsored by Chief 

Adekanola (the popular revenue collector) whom he publicly recognized his appearance to 

the king at an event, this pleased Chief Adekanola and he gave him a ticket to fly to the Holy 

land. 

Despite the fact that he is not educated, he stated that he made sure that all his children were 

educated, and he would always give advice about the importance of education to every young 

one around him, as he shared his suffering experience in Jebba where he and some other kids 

would hang around at eateries just to make sure they lay their hands on left overs so they 

could eat. 

He is fluent in many Nigerian Languages which includes Yoruba, Hausa, Ijebu, Ijesha, Igbo 

and of course he is averagely fluent in English language. 

 

3. General findings of the Paper 

The paper has been able to identify the various history, geographical spheres, institutions, 

political and socio-economic structures of Kwara Statethat arein place which enable suitable 

and prompt investment and the formulation and implementation of policies for the 

attainment of sustainable growth and development of the State. This brings to fore the 

importance of the different productive sectors viz, Agriculture, Agri-processing, Minerals 

extraction, Manufacturing, Industry, Education, Infrastructure, Property and Tourism, as well 

as creating the necessary platform for the needed advancement and progress of Kwara State 

towards establishing its frontline position among States in Nigeria. 

The vital place of private publicity efforts and activities complementing community-based 

work viz, entrepreneurial, cultural, educational, sports, artistic, and research and 

collaborationis revealed by the paper. It becomes clear that individuals can help in the 

dissemination of information, especially using private mobile platforms as adopted by Dan 

Boy, and thereby creating affectionate interactions and relationships that are also of economic 

benefits to individuals, corporate bodies, government and the country at a whole. 
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In the same manner, the paper discovers the essence of social and traditional interactions and 

friendships with people of same background and prominence namely, family, elders, women, 

age grades, and the palace, for collective societal building and sustainable developmental 

cooperation. These institutions and personsre main essential and formidable in our collective 

existence because they serve as influence and unifying factor in bringing about confidence, 

faith, trust, courage, optimism, and wellbeing for all. 

4. Conclusion and Recommendations 

This paper concludes that Kwara State enjoys geographical, political, social, and economic 

advantages which have attracted and supported fruitful investments, and thus facilitating its 

growth and progress. It also concludes that Kwara State is blessed with individuals who 

possesses different creative expertise, competence and dexterity, as demonstrated in the life 

and times of Dan Boy, and who have contributed, and are still contributing to the success 

stories of the State. For this reason, the private mobile publicity style created and adopted by 

Dan Boy replicates a marketing apparatus that is very important to the socio-cultural and 

financial success of Kwara State and Nigeria. 

This paper suggests that thegovernment of Kwara State should pay much emphasis on the 

need to harness the potentials of its natural, physical and human resources towards utilizing 

same for workable progress and development. In the same vein, the private publicity should 

be encouraged as a means of advertising, publicity and public relations to inform people about 

goods and services, especially as rendered by the government. This will not only serve as 

marketing communication tools that can bring about huge financial success to the State, but it 

will also encourage more people with such talents and skills, as displayed by Dan Boy, to 

delve into the venture of private mobile marketing and publicity. 
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